
It is always good to get advice from people who have successfully conquered a problem that 
you are also wrestling with.  The Parent Forum on Sept. 10 is your place for advice about how 
to help your dyslexic child succeed, not just in school, but in life.  Three moms with adult children 
who have dyslexia will take questions in a panel discussion format.  You may submit questions 
by emailing Mrs. Hall or you may ask in person that night.  Marcia Ramsey, Angie Hood and 
Kim Tralongo are the moms who will make up the panel.  You won’t want to miss their advice! 
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Keeping the Details Straight
  

Small Group vs. Tutoring 
You may wonder the difference 

between small group and tutoring.   
Each day, your child goes to small 

group.  First through fifth grade small 
group lasts for 90 minutes, while sixth 
grade is one class period, about 50 
minutes.  Small group is the language 
subjects instruction time for your child.  
Reading, spelling, penmanship and 
English are all taught and graded in 
small group.  The SG teacher is a 
degreed teacher who is also Orton-
Gillingham trained.   

Twice per week, your child meets 
one-on-one with his or her tutor for 

Orton-Gillingham based tutoring lessons.  
T h e s e l e s s o n s a r e c o m p l e t e l y 
individualized; each one is written just 
for your child.  Tutoring is where your 
child learns the phonograms, spelling 
patterns and most of the items which fill 
the drill ring. The tutor is Orton-
Gillingham trained.   

Drill Ring Procedures 
When your child learns a new skill, 

fact or procedure in tutoring or small 
group, a practice card is added to his or 
her drill ring.   The front of the card is for 
the child to look at and respond 
accordingly.  The back of the card has 
the desired response so you as parents 
know if your child is practicing correctly.   

If you child does not give the correct 
response, please help him or her to 
memorize what is on the back of the 
card, and know we are doing the same 
in tutoring.  By working on these key 
rehearsals together, we help your child 
add to their language toolkit.   

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

If you would like a conference with 
Mrs. Hall send her an email with your 
best two or three times.  After school 
conferences are also available if next 
Friday’s conference day is not good 

for your schedule.  

Mrs. Bailey’s third grade small group uses motions to help the 
particulars of the way to divide a VCCV word stick in the students’ 
minds.  Dividing long words into short, manageable syllables is a key 
for dyslexic people to decode unfamiliar words.  


